SAVE WILSON CREEK!
Action Alert to Caldwell County Citizens & Recreational Users 

· A highly significant tract of land along Wilson Creek in Caldwell County is threatened by a proposed residential development by The Archer Group (under option at this time) that would include 250 “cottages” along nearly 2 miles of Wilson Creek
· The tract is 650+ acres, surrounding both sides of Wilson Creek for approximately 4 miles, and includes the confluences of 4 streams - Phillips Branch, Harper Creek, Estes Mill Creek, Thorps Creek

· June 2007 - Caldwell County Commissioners pass a 1-year moratorium to allow sufficient time to plan for the protection of Wilson Creek and the surrounding area
· Two months after the 1-year moratorium was passed, the commissioners and planning board have scheduled two meetings to consider two different options: 
· 1) a 4-acre minimum lot size and 25% open space scenario that would allow approximately 120 – 160 homes on the 650-acre tract, and 
· 2) the proposed plan from the developer that includes 250 “cottages” along approximately 2 miles of Wilson Creek.  Nearly all of the proposed cottages will be constructed within 200-300 feet of Wilson Creek.  

· 10 years ago during the proposal stage of the “National Wild & Scenic River” designation, there was wide support from Caldwell County Commissioners, Chamber of Commerce and the Economic Development Commission 
· Resolutions cited Wilson Creek as a source of clean, cold, pristine mountain water, it’s significance for fish and wildlife habitat, public access and recreation opportunities, scenic wilderness values, and the imperative need for “steps to be taken today to preserve such areas as Wilson Creek (in its present state) if they are to be available for future generations to enjoy”.  
· 1990 the Caldwell County Commissioners went on record in a letter to the Grandfather District Ranger, “…suggesting the corridor of land on each side of Wilson Creek be increased to cover property “ridge to ridge” because of the steep terrain and the negative impact any construction may have on the stream”.  
Public opinion must be heard on this issue of critical importance.  Attend the Commissioners meeting on Monday, August 27th, 2007 and let your voice be heard!
Important Dates/Meetings:

1. Monday, August 27th, 2007 6:00 p.m. – Caldwell County Commissioners Meeting

Location: City-County Chambers, 905 West Avenue NW, Lenoir, NC (basement floor)

Purpose:  Public hearing with comments from the public invited.
Contact Information:

Caldwell County Commissioners: Contact phone number - (828) 757-1300
· Chairman – Faye Higgins, Vice-Chairman – Ron Beane, Don Barrier, Herb Greene, Dr. John Thuss 
Caldwell County Planning Board: http://www.co.caldwell.nc.us/depart/planning/planningboard.html 
Talking Points:

· Wilson Creek is a national treasure worthy of the utmost protection
· Current plans would strip Wilson Creek of Wild and Scenic values
· Appreciative of all the hard work involved in getting Wilson Creek designated a National Wild and Scenic River

· Implications of the proposals are broad and will affect the character of the area for future generations
· Ask commissioners and boards to slow the planning process and take as much of 1 year needed to plan for the protection of Wilson Creek 

· REJECT the planning and development proposals and allow adequate planning 

· Caldwell County must adequately put these issues in front of citizens; 
· The process up to this point has been done too quickly with no public input
Wilson Creek Public Recreation Uses:
· Trout Fishing – Hatchery Supported Trout Waters & Wild Trout Waters (trout survival depends on cold, high quality waters devoid of significant sediment loads)
· Canoeing/Kayaking – Wilson Creek Gorge supports Class III+ rapids; canoe put-ins planned by the county for less difficult stretches of water
· Mountain Biking on several different public trails
· Hiking on many public trails to waterfalls and scenic viewpoints
· Swimming and other leisure activities on public lands
Wilson Creek Water Quality & Natural Heritage:
· Wilson Creek is a National Wild & Scenic River
· NC Division of Water Quality Ratings:

· “Class B” surface water (primary recreation uses, and Class C uses that include aquatic life propagation/protection)

· “Trout water” (TR - provides protection to freshwaters for natural trout propagation and survival of stocked trout)
· “Outstanding Resource Waters” (ORW - unique and special surface waters which are not impacted by pollution and have some outstanding resource values)
· “Excellent” water quality rating in 2002 Catawba Basinwide Water Quality Report
· Supports 59 significant plant and animal species (1 of federal concern, 2 are state rare) and natural plant communities
· Watershed includes 8 different State Significant Natural Heritage Areas (2 Nationally Significant)
